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Member Spotlight
Dr. Rajiv Chhabra

Dr. Rajiv Chhabra serves as the Chair of the New Initiatives Committee at the Missouri GI Society. He is a
general gastroenterologist at Saint Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City and a Professor of Medicine at the University
of Missouri–Kansas City (UMKC). Additionally, he is the Associate Director of the GI Fellowship Program at
UMKC.
Dr. Chhabra was born in northern India. After graduating from high school, he attended Bangalore Medical
College in southern India. Upon earning his medical degree, he moved to the United Kingdom (UK), where he
completed his Internal Medicine residency training in Glasgow and Newcastle upon Tyne. He successfully
passed the Membership of the Royal Colleges of Physicians (MRCP) examination, a prestigious qualification in
internal medicine offered by the Royal Colleges of Physicians in the UK. Subsequently, he moved to the United
States, where he matched with the Internal Medicine Residency Program at UMKC. He remained at UMKC to
complete his Gastroenterology fellowship.
After completing his fellowship, Dr. Chhabra chose to continue in academics and joined Saint Luke’s Hospital of
Kansas City, an affiliate hospital of UMKC. During his 13-year career at Saint Luke’s Hospital, he was promoted
to Professor of Medicine and became the Associate Director of the GI Fellowship Program at UMKC. Over the
years, Dr. Chhabra has pioneered new service lines at his institution, including deep small bowel enteroscopy
and third-space endoscopy (ESD/POEM). His expertise in these advanced GI procedures draws referrals from
across Missouri and Kansas.
He is a member of multiple national GI societies and a Fellow of the American College of Gastroenterology
(FACG). Dr. Chhabra has served on several national committees of the American Society for Gastrointestinal
Endoscopy (ASGE), including as Chair of the Upper GI and Small Bowel Subcommittee of the DDW Annual
Scientific Committee and as a member of the International Clinical Symposium and Clinical Symposium. He has
published numerous manuscripts, book chapters, and abstracts and is frequently invited to moderate sessions
at Digestive Disease Week (DDW).
Outside of work, Dr. Chhabra enjoys traveling and spending time with his wife, Roopa, a psychiatrist
specializing in addiction psychiatry, and their three children, Zoya, Rhea, and Virat Om. He also enjoys playing
cricket, tennis, and cycling.
Dr. Chhabra is passionate about ensuring that GI physicians across the state have a voice and is proud to serve
in the Missouri GI Society.



A s  a  n e w  G I  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r m e d  b y  G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t s  f r o m  a r o u n d
M i s s o u r i ,  M O G I  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  g r o u p  o f  h i g h l y  e n g a g e d  p h y s i c i a n s
f o c u s i n g  o n  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  M O G I  i s
a n  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  v o i c e  a s  b o t h  g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t s
a n d  p a t i e n t  a d v o c a t e s  s e r v i n g  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A s  w e  g e t  s t r o n g e r ,
a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  g o a l  i s  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  u s  a b o u t  G I  r e i m b u r s e m e n t ,
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  p a y e r  i s s u e s ,  a n d  G I  r e g u l a t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  s t a t e - w i d e .

W e  g a t h e r e d  r e c e n t l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  n e w s  a n d  n o v e l  t r i c k s  i n  G I  e n d o s c o p y
w i t h  D r  A n d y  T a u ;  D r  “ B l o o d  a n d  G u t s ”  h i m s e l f ,  w h o  w a s  a s  a l w a y s  d y n a m i c
w h i l e  t e a c h i n g  u s  e n d o s c o p y  t r i c k s  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  o u r  e v e r y d a y  G I  p r a c t i c e s .  

C o m i n g  u p  t h i s  F e b r u a r y ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  D r  S a c h i n  W a n i  s p e a k i n g
o n  c u r r e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  i n  B a r r e t t ' s  E s o p h a g u s ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t
s t a t u s  o f  e n d o s c o p i c  e r a d i c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .  

T o  d o  t h i s  w o r k  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  o u r  s p e c i a l t y ,  w e  n e e d  t h e  h e l p  f r o m  a l l
t h e  G I  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  m u s t  h a v e  a  v o i c e  a t  t h e  t a b l e  i n
J e f f e r s o n  C i t y  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r i v a t e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n
t h e  s t a t e  p r o v i d i n g  G I  c e n t e r e d  c a r e .  W e  c a n  o n l y  b e  a  s t r o n g  t e a m  i f  w e  a l l
w o r k  t o g e t h e r ;  s o  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o m e  j o i n  u s  a t  M O G I  t o  b r i n g  c o m m u n i t y
s u c c e s s  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  a n d  o u r  p a t i e n t s !

S h e e t a l  S h a r m a ,  M D  F A C G
P r e s i d e n t ,  M i s s o u r i  G I  S o c i e t y  ( M O G I )

President’s Corner



B e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  G a s t r o e n t e r o l o g y  S o c i e t y  a n d  k e e p  u p  t o
d a t e  o n  t h e  l a t e s t  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  G I  p r o v i d e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  s t a t e !   J o i n  b y

s c a n n i n g  t h e  Q R  c o d e  o r  v i s i t  h t t p s : / / w w w . m i s s o u r i g i . o r g / m e m b e r s h i p
 

M e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b e n e f i t s :

✔  C o m p l i m e n t a r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  M O  G I  S o c i e t y ’ s  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g
✔  A b i l i t y  t o  E a r n  M O C  P o i n t s  a n d  A M A  P R A  C a t e g o r y  1  C r e d i t

✔  E s t a b l i s h  n e w  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e
a n d  s h a r e  i d e a s  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a l l  G I  p r o v i d e r s  s u c c e s s f u l  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e
✔  A d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o n  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  a n d  p a y e r  ( b o t h

p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e )  i s s u e s  s t a t e - w i d e .

https://www.missourigi.org/membership

